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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Policy is to define Nassau Community College’s practice with respect to awarding 

academic credit for validated learning experience(s) that were not obtained from a regionally 

accredited institution of higher education, when a student’s knowledge and skill are determined to be 

equivalent to college-level learning. 

SCOPE 

This policy is effective throughout the College. 

POLICY 

The College will grant Prior Learning Assessment Credit (PLAC) to students for documented learning 

gained through recognized prior learning and life experience(s) that is the equivalent of required 

and/or elective course(s) in the student’s curriculum. PLAC may be awarded only to degree seeking 

students and shall be recorded on a student’s permanent academic transcript in accordance with 

College grading practices. Students may be awarded up to nine (9) credits towards their degree 

program requirements (depending on the program and the accreditation standards) through PLAC.  

The award of PLAC shall be subject to prior submission by the student of all required documentation 

(e.g. military transcript, ACE transcript) and payment by the student of all approved costs associated 

with the awarding of PLAC. 

PLAC shall not be: 

• Applied toward the College residency requirements for graduation, renewal of scholarships, 

or any other, non-specified, requirements based on credit earned through the College. 

• Calculated in a student’s grade point average (GPA). 

• Duplicative of any credit previously awarded by the College.  

The College cannot guarantee the transferability of PLAC that has been awarded. 
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Proficiency Credits shall be awarded as follows: 

A. Non-College Training: 

PLAC may be awarded based on recommendations by the American Council on Education 

(ACE) National Guide to Educational Credit for Training Programs and The Directory of the 

National Program on Non-collegiate Sponsored Instruction (POSI).   

B. Military Training and Experience: 

PLAC may be awarded for military training, military occupations and experiences based on 

the ACE Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences in the Armed Forces.  Credit 

awarded from foreign institutions for military training and experience shall be approved by a 

member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES). 

C. Professional and Industry Certifications, Licensures and Credentials:  

PLAC may be awarded for professional or industry certifications, licensures or credentials.  

Prior to any such award, each course or program shall be evaluated for equivalency with 

College coursework by comparing the descriptions and learning outcomes of the course or 

program to course descriptions and learning outcomes of College courses.  

D. Standardized and College Testing:  

PLAC may be awarded to students who have successfully completed certain recognized 

standardize examinations or NCC Community College Life Experience/Disciplinary 

Examinations. Standardized examinations approved under this policy include: 

• Advanced Placement (AP) 

• International Baccalaureate (IB) 

• The College Board-College Level Exam Prep (CLEP) 

• DANTES Subject Standardize Test (DSST) 

• Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) 

 


