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Scott Brinton, Executive Editor of the Herald Community Newspapers, mentors student intern J.D. Freda (seated), a Communication Arts major at
Nassau Community College, as Prof. Laura O’Connell from NCC’s Communications Department observes.

Bringing Learning to Life and Life to Learning
APPLIED LEARNING AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE

N

assau Community College works hard to prepare students to be
active participants in today’s fast-paced, global society. One way this
is achieved is by applied learning — offering hands-on opportunities that
take students outside of the traditional academic setting and allow them
to apply their knowledge in real-world situations. Applied learning at
NCC is a multifaceted program with three main areas of concentration:
Career Skills, Service-Learning, and Research and Exploration. It offers
a wide range of internships, community service roles, and research
positions from which students can choose based on their interests.
NCC President Dr. W. Hubert Keen expressed his full support for
applied learning, noting, “Nassau Community College boasts a rich
academic tradition of liberal arts education while at the same time
embracing state-of-the-art programs that lead to the workforce, preparing
students for the ever-changing economy on Long Island and beyond.”

Dr. Evangaline Manjares, Dean of Applied Learning and Veterans
Services, noted, “Nassau Community College is committed to embracing
the concept of applied learning. It has been in existence for many years
now, but the College showed its commitment by creating the Center for
applied learning.”
NCC’s applied learning program is a critical way for students to enhance
their academic knowledge by acquiring skills that will prove to be
invaluable as they continue their education and go on to develop
their careers.
The Career Skills area of applied learning focuses on preparing students for
employment in their fields of interest. It features opportunities such
as clinical placements, internships, and cooperative-education
arrangements with employers. Students who are involved attest to the
importance of supplementing one’s academic education with hands-on,
professional experience.
continued on page 3
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Another Exciting Season of Theatre and Dance
at Nassau Community College
NCC Theatre Students during a performance of the Fall 2016 Children’s Musical, HONK!

P

erforming arts were alive and well at Nassau Community College
during the 2016-2017 school year. From drama and comedy to
dance and musicals, the College brimmed with artistic activity. Fifty
performances drew thousands of patrons to the Mainstage and Little
Theatres and over 100 Theatre, Music and Liberal Arts students
participated as performers as well as construction, lighting and running
crews. In addition to its public performances of the fall children’s
musical, HONK!, the Theatre and Dance Department offered four free
performances for over 700 elementary school children and teachers.
Each year, the NCC Theatre and Dance Department produces a major
musical, a children’s musical, a joint production with the Africana Studies
Department, a Modern Dance concert and a variety of plays. This year’s
season began with the British comedy, How the Other Half Loves, by Sir
Alan Ayckbourn, followed by HONK!, the children’s musical based on
Danish poet and author Hans Christian Andersen’s The Ugly Duckling.

like a well-rounded performer now,” she said. After she graduates, Ryan
intends to attend one of the classic acting studios like Stella Adler or
Frederick and Russell.
OVER FIFTY YEARS OF THEATRE AND DANCE
PERFORMANCES

The Theatre and Dance Department — which offers discrete degree
programs in Acting, Dance and Technical Theatre — celebrated its 53rd
anniversary in 2017. Auditions for productions are open to any Nassau
Community College student enrolled in a minimum of six credits at
the College.
Next year is sure to be another year of artistic distinction for Nassau
Community College. Actors and tech crew members, your audiences
await you…

During the spring semester, the Theatre and Dance Department produced
Home by Samm-Art Williams. This production, co-sponsored by the
Africana Studies Department, was presented as part of the celebration of
Black History month at the College. The Spring Dance Concert featured
original modern dance pieces choreographed by adjunct Profs. Miriam
Hertzson and Nancy Brier and the comedy, Don’t Talk to the Actors, took a
comedic look at the trials and tribulations in staging a new Broadway play.
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Broadway veteran and Emmy Award-winning musical director Michael
Rafter was at the helm for our spring musical, The World Goes ‘Round,
featuring a multitude of hits from the legendary songwriting team of
Kander and Ebb. Blockbuster numbers from Cabaret, All That Jazz, and
the film, New York, New York were featured.
Theatre and Dance students agree that learning one’s craft and
performing before live audiences are important skills required for theatre
careers. Dance major Scherrell Ryan returned to school to follow her first
love of performing. “I was interested in dance before I came to NCC,
but the College has given me a great foundation in theatre as well. I feel
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NCC Dance Students in rehearsals for the Spring 2017 Dance Concert.
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continued from page 1

Bringing Learning to Life
and Life to Learning
APPLIED LEARNING AT
NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE
“I value this real life experience,” stated J.D. Freda, a
second-year Communication Arts major who interned at
the Herald Community Newspapers in the spring. “I’ve
not only enhanced my writing skills; I’ve also been able to
see firsthand how a newsroom operates.”
Communications students have worked with a variety
of well-known entities in media-related positions, such
as CBS Primetime Casting, News 12 Long Island,
the Cradle of Aviation Museum, the Long Beach
International Film Festival, and the Henry Viscardi
School.

NCC Nursing Student Cynthia Alejos reads a book about nutrition to children at the

Children’s Greenhouse.
NCC Accounting and Business Prof. Steven Levine
emphasized how applied learning increases students’
abilities to thrive in and outside the classroom. “By
health issues. In just one day, hundreds of Nassau students enhance their
engaging in the necessary elements of applied learning, students will
learning experiences and improve the community around them. For
gain a much better understanding of the business environment through
many of them, these efforts spur a lifetime commitment to philanthropy
their internships.”
and volunteerism.

There exists a strong cyclical relationship between the College’s academic
and applied learning programs. Through the Service-Learning division of
applied learning, the College hopes to inspire a sense of social responsibility
in students as they bring their knowledge to their communities.
Psychology Prof. Elizabeth Gaudino-Goering stated, “Faculty at Nassau are
committed to ensuring students benefit by enhancing their understanding
and connection to the topic they’re learning while serving the community
around them.”
There are many Service-Learning opportunities at NCC, both on and off
campus. At the Children’s Greenhouse child care center, NCC Nursing
students teach the preschool children about exercise, nutrition and hygiene.
Student participant Brianna Vitiello enthused that by teaching the children
certain habits, she is reinforcing her own lessons. “This service-learning
project has helped us really understand and further our knowledge of the
concept of health… and share our knowledge with the children to educate
them about a healthy lifestyle, which is what nursing is all about.”
In another example of Service-Learning called the Prom Boutique, NCC
Marketing/Retailing/Merchandising/Interior Design students run every
aspect of this “pop-up” retail store, which each spring offers a selection of
prom dresses and accessories to high school students who cannot afford the
cost of a new gown. In conjunction with the Long Island Volunteer Center,
the students show that fashion and social responsibility can go hand
in hand.
During NCC’s Annual Day of Service, students participate in various
initiatives in collaboration with local charities. Some previous ServiceLearning projects have included promoting literacy at the Children’s
Greenhouse, collecting books for the Hamilton Madison House of
Manhattan, collecting phones for veterans, and raising awareness of public

Summer 2017

The Research and Exploration area of applied learning at Nassau
Community College emphasizes independent and field study, study abroad,
creative works, and laboratory research. Mentored and self-directed work
enables students to make an original contribution to a particular discipline
by exploring an issue of interest to them and sharing their experiences
with others. Psychological studies, study abroad opportunities, and onlinelearning provide unique opportunities to inject real life and real time lessons
into academic study.
Psychology students in one class, for example, work together in small
groups to identify a research question, develop and conduct psychological
studies, and present their findings in presentations. A reflection from one
student noted, “It helped me to see the pros and cons of doing this kind of
work that I wouldn’t have known just from a textbook.”
NCC believes in the importance of learning outside of students’ local
surroundings and maintaining a global perspective. Over the past several
years, study abroad students have ventured to Australia, studied art in Italy,
mastered Spanish in Costa Rica, and learned about international legal
systems in Amsterdam, The Hague, Brussels, Paris and Strasbourg.
In addition, Communications Prof. Deborah Kilmnick connected students
with students in Mexico using a variety of online platforms made possible
by a collaborative effort between SUNY’s Center for COIL (Collaborative
Online International Learning) and NCC’s Office of Distance Education.
Learning can be achieved anywhere and at any time. NCC’s applied
learning program turns theory into reality and knowledge into action. The
results of such applied learning experiences spans beyond students’ time
at Nassau, prepares them for continued education, establishes network
contacts, and empowers them in their future academic and
professional endeavors.
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Congratulations Class of 2017
"The most important outcome of your study at Nassau Community
College is the experiences and knowledge you have to take away."
— Dr. W. Hubert Keen, President of NCC

T

he Nassau Community College Class of 2017 graduated at Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum on
Tuesday, May 23rd, in front of more than 10,000 family members and friends. NCC President and
keynote speaker, Dr. W. Hubert Keen, joined administrators, faculty, staff, families and friends in congratulating
the graduates on their hard work and accomplishments. He noted that, “The most important outcome of your
study at Nassau Community College is the experiences and knowledge you have to take away. These have
changed you forever.” “No one can take away the education you have earned,” Dr. Keen continued, “Own your
future. You are not going back.”
Dr. Jorge Gardyn, Chair of the Nassau Community College Board of
Trustees, said in his speech, “You have been given a solid foundation
from which to start your life’s journey. You will make mistakes. All
successful people do. Learn from them. … Let the world be your
classroom. It has a lot to teach us.”

Christian Bossio, valedictorian of the class of 2017, noted that, like
his fellow students, he has faced adversities in his life. Originally from
Honduras, he was happy to find a home at Nassau. “NCC opened the
NCC President Dr. W. Hubert Keen
doors to all of us regardless of our backgrounds. It has provided an
addresses graduates.
excellent education at a low cost, supported our ideas and guided us
on our endeavors,” he said. “Here, we have all grown, becoming better
versions of ourselves. We are now part of the well-educated alumni of Nassau Community College,” Bossio noted.
“Success is not measured by what you accomplish, but by the opposition you have encountered, and the courage with
which you have maintained the struggle against overwhelming odds.”
The class of 2017 included 320 Summa Cum Laude, 167 Magna Cum Laude, and 421 Cum Laude graduate
candidates. Graduate candidates ranged in age from 17 to 70.

Dr. Jorge Gardyn, President of the
Nassau Community College Board
of Trustees, speaks to NCC's May
2017 graduates.

Hats Off to the Class of 2017
It has become a tradition for graduates to decorate their
caps with inspirational messages. Many NCC students have
caps that thank people who have supported them on their
journey to achieving their degree. Others displayed aspects
of their career paths. Congratulations to the Class of 2017!
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Riannon Carapella
“Nassau
Community
College was a
great place to get
an education. I
learned a lot in my
classes and was
very impressed by
the caliber of the
faculty.”
Carapella, a Liberal
Arts major, hopes to
attend St. John’s in
the fall.

Anna Burgess
“I returned to
school after 33
years. It’s never too
late to go back. I
found the College
atmosphere to be
very nurturing and
would recommend
NCC to anyone.”
Burgess, a Phi Theta
Kappa student, hopes
to pursue a career
in visual arts/web
design. The Glen Head resident will continue her
education at SUNY Old Westbury this fall.

Ray Santos
“I really enjoyed
my time at Nassau
Community College.
My classes were
interesting and
challenging and there
were plenty of lectures
and events to go to as
well.”
Santos is in the Army
Reserves. He hopes to
continue his education at
a four-year school.

Emily Pellettiere
“My professors
were outstanding.
I felt they really
helped me learn the
course material in
an interesting and
entertaining way.”
Honor student
Pellettiere will
begin classes at
Molloy College in
the fall. She plans
to study nursing.

Isaiah Petty
“Nassau Community
College enabled me
to excel and exposed
me to many possible
career paths.”
Petty, a liberal arts
major with an emphasis
on economics, intends to
continue his education
at St. John’s University
in the fall. He hopes to
pursue a career as
a lawyer.

Simone Brown
“NCC is a fabulous
school. I made a lot
of friends, learned
a lot and loved my
classes.”
Interested in a career
in business, Brown
hopes to continue
her education at
C.W. Post or Hofstra
University in the fall.

NCC’s Center for Workforce Development
Partners With Major LI Utility Companies and
Local Agencies in Career Training Program

T

he Center for Workforce Development at Nassau Community College — with
industry partners New York American Water, PSEG Long Island and National
Grid — celebrated the graduation of the inaugural class of the Utility Readiness for
Gaining Employment for Non-Traditionals (URGENT) program. With support from
the Department of Social Services and the Town of Hempstead and Town of Oyster
Bay Workforce Development Boards, the program was designed to train women for
jobs in the utility sector. This program provided participants with classroom instruction,
workshops, and visits to each of the employer’s worksites. Upon completion,
participants received the Energy Industry Fundamentals and OSHA 10 certifications.
URGENT: Women was sponsored by the Workforce Development Institute (WDI)
which made the program free to the students. For information about the Center for
Workforce Development, please call 516.572.7487 or email cwd@ncc.edu.

Summer 2017
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Thérèse Russell New Student Trustee at NCC

A

ttending Nassau Community College
is a family affair for Thérèse Russell, the
College’s new student trustee. Her mother, aunt,
and uncles all attended NCC. “I love Nassau.
But even before I came here, my family knew
that this was the right place to begin your
college education,” she said.

and urges her fellow students to take advantage of the many study centers
and academic services available on campus.

Russell feels strongly about Nassau Community College’s excellent faculty
and believes that they prepare students well for the next stop on their
journeys through higher education.

As a member of the Speech and Debate
team, Russell has been able to participate in
competitions across the country. She also honed
her communications skills, built her confidence, and sharpened her public
speaking skills, all of which she will use in her role as a student trustee.

“I’m honored to work with the Board of Trustees on various important
issues that will affect the College for years to come,” Russell said, as she
aims to be the student advocate on the Board. She is looking forward
to learning first-hand how the Board of Trustees of a major academic
institution makes important decisions about College policies and
procedures.

A 19-year old liberal arts major from Floral Park, Russell was also the
secretary of the Honors Club and a freshman senator last year. She believes
that her involvement in student life and clubs has benefited her education,

Although she has not determined definitively her educational path after
NCC, Russell is considering a career in labor relations. “I feel that it
combines policy with the human side of business,” she said.

New Student Government Association President
is Raquel Fossett

G

overnment and policy have been passions
of Raquel Fossett — Nassau Community
College’s incoming Student Government
Association (SGA) president for the 20172018 academic year — for as long as she can
remember. Fossett believes that it’s up to all of
us to create a better society, both at school and
at home. What will be her main concerns as the
incoming SGA president? “I guess many past
presidents have said the same thing, but I do hope to continue their legacy
of being the voice for the students,” said Fossett.
Fossett also plans to do her best to let students know about the many
“beyond-the-classroom” opportunities NCC makes available to them each
year. “When I was in high school I ran track. I woke up thinking about

running and I went to bed thinking about running. When I got to college,
I realized that there were so many other things available to students,”
she said. Fossett, a resident of Sea Cliff, was born in Seattle and attended
George Mason University before coming to Nassau.
College, said Fossett, isn’t just about impersonal buildings where students
attend classes and leave. “Nassau is as strong as its students,” she said, and as
SGA president she hopes to help enhance the feeling of college spirit and
participation in student life that adds to the overall college experience.’
Fossett, a 20-year old liberal arts major, graduated from North Shore High
School. After graduating from NCC, she hopes to attend Baruch College
and study political science. As to her ultimate goal: “I want to honor the
women who brought me here and hopefully inspire the girls and women
who come after me,” she said.

Christian Bossio Named Valedictorian of the Class of 2017

C

hristian Bossio, Valedictorian of the class
of 2017, is nothing if not motivated.
Born in the United States, Bossio and his
mother moved to Honduras when he was two
years old. After completing high school in
Honduras, he came back to New York on his
own due to family issues, including the passing
of his mother. “When I came back to the U.S.
I started working. My mom was a business
owner, so I had learned about budgeting,” said
the 21-year-old graduate. Bossio eventually
saved up enough money to rent his own apartment in East Meadow. After
searching for an affordable, flexible college choice, NCC was his top choice.
Bossio called the College a “shelter” at which he could learn and further
refine his career endeavors. President of the engineering club during the
6

2016-2017 academic year, he made many friends during his time at NCC.
Bossio was especially happy to meet students from diverse backgrounds
who brought their own experiences to the College.
Bossio is spending his summer at an internship studying robotics at
Tennessee Technical University. The internship was provided through
Research Experience for Undergrads, an organization that works with the
National Science Foundation.
“NCC enabled me to follow my dreams for the future,” said Bossio.
“I hope to one day make a difference in peoples’ lives as an engineer and as
a person.”
Bossio will be attending Rensselar Polytechnic Institute in the fall. He
hopes to become a biomedical engineer.
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Faculty/Staff Highlights

Prof. Marynita Anderson, History/Political
Science/Geography, has created a philanthropic
project called “The Friends of Kasule” which is
affiliated with the O’Keefe Foundation. One of
the project’s goals is to empower the women and
children of Kasule, Fort Portal, Uganda.

Prof. Laurie Batchelder, Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, co-wrote an abstract
entitled “The Effect of Knee Sleeves on Muscle
Function During the Squat Exercise” that was
accepted for presentation at the 2017 Annual
Meeting, World Congress on Exercise is
Medicine®, of the American College of Sports
Medicine. Her abstract will be published in
Medicine and Science in Sports and Exercise.
Prof. Emanuel G. Boussios, Sociology, received
his permanent certification as a New York State
Police Academy Instructor. He also published
“Drones: The Controversies Surrounding the
United States’ Expanded Use of Drones” in the
Journal of Terrorism Research. This summer, Prof.
Boussios is serving as a Visiting Scholar at New
York University. Finally, he is the recipient of the
Fellowship award at the University of Michigan
Survey Research Center.
Prof. Natalia de Cuba Romero, Language
Immersion at NCC (LINCC) and Latin
American Studies, published the article
“MasterChef Teacher: Assembling a Fresh Menu
of Timely Lessons Fast” in TESOL Connections,
the online publication of the
professional
association Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages.
Profs. John DeSpagna, Randy Hayman,
Randall Spinks and Steven Levine, Accounting
and Business Administration, published the
department’s first annual Journal of Business. With
the theme, “Leadership in the United States,” the
publication had 42 student submissions and five
faculty submissions.
Profs. DeSpagna, Joseph Gray, Andrew
DeJoseph, Steven Levine, and Stephen Gordon
and Jack Mandel (Marketing), all participated
in the Accounting and Business Administration
Department’s “Business in America Day,” which
was attended by over 300 students.
Dr. Sally Ann Drucker, English, is traveling
through Oklahoma this summer for a series
of traveling performances. In the first show,
“Cowboys and Cattle Trails,” she revived 19th–
century cowgirl and cattle queen Lucinda
Elizabeth (Betty) Matthews Reynolds. She revives
feminist-anarchist Emma Goldman in “World
War I.” These performances are funded by the
states’ Humanities Councils.
Dr. Gabriel Feldmar, Psychology, published his
second book, The Psychological Problems of Children:
Summer 2017

An Informative Resource for Parents, Teachers, and
Youngsters. The book covers topics about children’s
personality development, effective parenting
practices, and the causes, diagnoses, treatments,
and prevention of childhood mental disorders.

Dr. Ann Feuerbach, Sociology, presented a joint
paper with NCC Student Thomas Hanley at
the Middle East and Central Asia Study Day at
Hofstra University. She also discovered that the
Viking Swords were made 935 CE (Common Era)
+/- 3 years, as opposed to 750-1050 CE.

Festival in New York City. The play had three
performances at the Jewel Box Theater in July.
Prof. Richard Jeffrey Newman, English, wrote an
essay about and translated (from classical Persian
poetry) “Attar’s ‘Tale of Marhuma:’ The Woman
with a Manly Heart” which was published in
Modern Language Studies. His second book of
poetry, Words for What Those Men Have Done, will
be published this fall.

Prof. Elizabeth Fonseca, LINCC, presented
“Enriching Literature, Engaging Words” at the
TESOL 2017 International Convention and
Language Expo. Her work highlighted ways
to use literature and creative writing in language
learning classrooms.

Prof. Laura O’Connell, Communications,
had her project entitled,
“The Shopping
List: An Exercise in Perception & Symbolic
Interactionism,” accepted for publication in
Great Ideas for Teaching Students (G.I.F.T.S.)
in Communication.
She previously presented
her work at the Eastern Communications
Association’s Annual Conference.

Dr. Alan Hecht, Allied Health Sciences,
is writing the second edition of his books
Antidepressants and Antianxiety Drugs, Cancer
Treatment Drugs and Cocaine and Crack. He has
written several books forChelsea Publishers’
“Deadly Diseases and Epidemics” series. An
additional book, Mumps, is yet to be published.

Prof. Nina Shah-Giannaris, Engineering/
Physics/Technology, was named “Engineer of
the Year” by the Metropolitan Section, Long
Island Branch of the American Society of Civil
Engineers. She also coordinated the 2017 Faculty
Development Spring Roundtable entitled “The
Hempstead Plains: A Living Laboratory.”

Dr. William Isaacson, English, is the founder
of the Haitian American Kidney Association, a
not-for-profit organization that is dedicated to
servicing victims of kidney disease in Haiti. Dr.
Isaacson has also established the Sue Isaacson
Memorial Scholarship at the NCC Foundation.

Prof. Gina Sipley, Reading and Basic Education,
is leading a new initiative at Stony Brook
University as the director of the Coding in the
Schools Program. The micro-credentialing
program is for K-12 teachers who want to learn
how to code and apply what they have learned in
the classroom with their students.

Dr. Janet Farrell Leontiou, Communications,
is writing her second book about medical
communications. She will present her work this
summer at the Conference on Communication,
Medicine and Ethics at Indiana University. An
article about Dr. Leontiou was published in
the New York Post. In addition, two articles she
wrote about medical communications appeared
in Neonatology Today and Impact Ethics. Finally,
Dr. Leontiou’s article “Outsourcing Healthcare
Decisions” appeared on the website for Special
Moms Network.
Prof. Jack Mandel, Marketing/Retailing/Fashion
Design/Interior Design, provided guest expert
commentary for News 12 Long Island segments
discussing Black Friday and Cyber Monday.
Prof. Mandel’s article “Who is #1” appeared
in Aspire college magazine. He was quoted in
a Newsday column about maximizing summer
marketing dollars. The article “Marketing VIPs”,
in Community College Campus News, was about
two “Professor for a Day” events in Prof. Mandel’s
marketing classes.
Profs. Marcia McNair (English) and Anissa
Moore (Communications), are co-authors of the
play Sistas on Fire! A Newsical, which was chosen
to be a part of the Midtown International Theater
Nassau Community College - Nexus

Dr. Silvina Trica-Flores, Foreign Languages,
presented a paper at the XIX Congreso
Internacional de Literatura Hispánica.
Her
paper was entitled “Cartography of Academe:
The Terrible Violence of the Educated Men.”
Dr. Trica-Flores also presented her work, “Ida’s
Journey: Literature and Politics in the Narrative,”
at the 48th NeMLA Annual Convention.
Profs. Theresa Vecchiarelli (Mathematics) and
Nicole Simon (Engineering), collaborated with
Nilda Garcia and Christine Fortune (both of the
Center for Excellence and Innovation) to bring a
unique opportunity to a group of ninth graders
from Hempstead High School. Through the
sponsorship of NCC’s NYGear Up Program,
these students were able to attend the Y2M: Yes
to Mathematics STEM Day for High School
Students at Nassau Community College.
Dr. Craig Wright, Chief Diversity Officer, was
recognized by Long Island Business News during
its Annual Diversity in Business Awards luncheon
at the Crest Hollow Country Club. This event
highlights the achievements of business leaders
from diverse ethnic backgrounds, as well as those
with disabilities.
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FALL 2017 REGISTRATION & APPLICATION INFORMATION
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All classes (Day, Evening, Weekend, and Online) start on Friday, September 1st.
New Students can apply online through Tuesday, August 15th, visit ncc.edu/apply.
Current students can register online at ncc.edu (some restrictions apply).
For information about academic advisement please go to ncc.edu/advisement
Students can register for classes using the online registration system through Thursday, August 31st.
Students interested in applying for financial aid should visit ncc.edu/financialaid

Apply now at ncc.edu/admissions
516.572.7346 • admissions@ncc.edu

Like us on Facebook!

facebook.com/nassaucommunitycollege

